The term infective might perhaps be correctly applied to any form of endocarditis. There is no doubt that rheumatic endocarditis deserves the name infective, and even calcareous disease of the aortic valve may possibly be due to infection with microorganisms. The word infective, however, is generally applied to those forms of disease of the cardiac valves set up by micro-organisms which are capable of giving rise to the formation of actual pus either within the heart or in other parts of the body. infective," is the evidence of local infection, the most common result of which is a roughened surface and the presence of vegetations where the blood-stream iirpinges after it has passed over the diseased valve. In fig. 2 this feature of infective endocarditis is well illustrated.
In the majority of cases, however, no source of infection can be discovered.
